SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 1979 
By Bhakta John Jagannatha 


On Sunday, November 4, 1979, to the great joy of the assembled Vaisnavas, Their 
Lordships Sri Sri Gaura Nitai, the original worshipable Deities of ISKCON Puerto Rico, 
were joined in residence by Their Lordships Sri Sri Krsna Balarama and Their Lordships 
Sri Sri Radha Syamasundara. 


“God has an authorized representation in the Deity form, which is called arca-vigraha. 
This arca-vigraha is an incarnation of the Supreme Lord. God will accept service through 
that form. The Lord is omnipotent and all-powerful; therefore, by His incarnation as 
arca-vigraha, He can accept the services of the devotee, just to make it convenient for the 
man in conditioned life.” Purport excerpt from Bhagavad-gita As It Is, Chapter Twelve, 
Text 5. 


For two weeks prior, the devotees in Puerto Rico engaged in a 24/7 installation marathon. 
All the matajis and prabhujis in the temple devoted every waking hour to repair, renovate, 
expand and improve the temple room in order to accommodate all of Their Lordships. 


The author of this article was one of those fortunate few who were allowed to contribute 
their spiritual elbow grease during the fortnight of intense service. The photo above is the 
most recent photo depiction of the temple room prior to the appearance of hurricane 
Maria. The blurry photo below is from the previous incarnation of the temple room 
showing the results of the endeavors of the marathon of 1979. 


The following is my list of the devotees that were residents and participated in the 
preparations and festivities: 


Lohitaksa dasa (ACBSP) Temple President 
Dravinaksa dasa (ACBSP) 

Hemanga dasa (ACBSP) 

Bir Chandra dasa (ACBSP) 

Rasagna devi dasi (ACBSP) Wife of Temple President 
Locana Padma devi dasi (ACBSP) 

Rati dasa (SDG) 

Ekatvam dasa (SDG) 

Japa-jagna dasa (SDG) 

Muchakunda dasa (SDG) 

Jagannatha dasa (SDG) 

Bhaktin Maria Magdalena Rodriguez Baez 
Bhaktin Dianne 


According to Srila Prabhupada’s Sri Vyasa-Puja book of 1979 the devotees listed below 
were residents of ISKCON Puerto Rico. Some not included in the list above may also 
have been present. Add to that a number of devotees who lived outside of the temple and 
were regular attendees at all significant temple functions and then add to that a few guests 
who just happened to visit that Sunday, by Krishna’s arrangement of course. Actually it 
was all the arrangement of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 


We beg to remain your humble servants, 
ISKCON Puerto Rico 


Lohitéksa dasa / Draviniksa dasa / Raghupati-prana disa / Sastivarta dasa / Hemanga dasa / 
Nandaki dasa / Krsna Caitanya dasa / Japa-yajfia dasa / Rati dasa / Ekatvam dasa / 
Antramali dasa /Subuddhi dasa / Bir Candra dasa / Manipatidasa / Bhakta Felipe / Bhakta 
John / Bhakta William / Bhakta Lee / Gunavati-devi dasi / Atitaguna-devi disi / Locana- 
padma-devi dast / Nirafijana-devi dasi / Visodhanl-devi dasi / Janesvari-devi dasi / 
Jayapatni-devi dast / Rasajfia-devi dasi / Badardyana / Krsna-mohana / Usa 
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The devotees from ISKCON New York, who accompanied Their Lordships to Puerto 
Rico, were His Grace Sri Rama dasa prabhu (ACBSP), His Grace Vakresvara Pandita 
dasa prabhu (ACBSP), His Grace Urjasvat dasa prabhu (ACBSP), and Her Grace Alarka 
devi dasi (ACBSP). 


At the very beginning of the bathing and installation ceremony His Grace Vakresvara 
Pandit dasa (ACBSP) chanted the purificatory mantras and prepared the articles of 
worship. Then the two resident cow devotees entered the temple room and assisted in the 
purification process with a generous donation of their water and dung. 


His Grace Vakresvara Pandit dasa requested His Grace Dravinaksa dasa (ACBSP) and 
His Grace Ekatvam dasa (SDG) to assist the Deities. Then he encouraged the assembled 
Vaisnavas and guests to chant the Holy Names — HARE KRISHNA HARE KRISHNA 
KRISHNA KRISHNA HARE HARE / HARE RAMA HARE RAMA RAMA RAMA HARE 
HARE — the sweetest of all sweet things and the most auspicious of all auspicious things. 


His Grace Sri Rama dasa (ACBSP) chanted — “Hey Urjasvat!” 
His Grace Urjasvat dasa (ACBSP) began the kirtana and after approximately 20 minutes 


Their Lordships entered the temple room to an ecstatic devotional welcome to Puerto 
Rico. 


His Grace Urjasvat dasa prabhu led the chanting for over an hour when he surrendered 
the lead to His Grace Rati dasa (SDG), another very nice devotee and kirtan leader of the 
time. 


I am able to recall all these details from long ago because I relive them over and over and 
over via personally recorded transcendental sound vibration. Upon hearing all the voices 
that are familiar to me I can see them as they were then. I see Sri Rama sitting behind 
Vakresvara Pandita as he turns his head toward the short hallway at his back and calls for 
Urjasvat. I can see Urjasvat chanting and next to him Lohitaksa playing the big 
whompers and dancing stylishly to and fro. I see Dravinaksa and Ekatvam carrying the 
Deities into the temple room and the corresponding crescendo of the kirtana. 
Muchakunda jumping up and down next to me and chanting more enthusiastically than I 
ever heard him chant before. 


I am making the audio available to everyone. I want everyone to hear. 
Hearing is believing. 


The transcendental sound vibrations were recorded on an audio cassette tape using a 
portable stereo tape recorder, an old school boom box, which was positioned on the floor 
midway between the kirtan leader and the installation ceremony area. There was no 
sound system in the temple in those days. 


Below is an image of the original audio cassette containing the spiritual sound vibrations 
of His Grace Urjasvat das prabhu and the assembled Vaisnavas of Puerto Rico Dhama on 
November 4, 1979 chanting the Holy Names in loving service to His Divine Grace A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami and Their Lordships Sri Sri Gaura Nitai in welcoming Their 
Lordships Sri Sri Krsna Balarama and Sri Sri Radha Syamasundara. 
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In addition to the installation ceremony kirtana I am also making available a Guru Puja 
kirtana led by HG Urjasvat dasa prabhu including congregational recitation of Sri 
Upadesamrta on the previous day. In January of 1980 His Grace Visnu Gada dasa prabhu 
visited and I am also releasing the audio from an evening lecture on Nectar of Devotion 
and Bhagavad-gita As It Is with the chanting of Nrsimha prayers and Jaya Radha 
Madhava by HG Visna Gada dasa prabhu. And for those who never had the pleasure of 


the association of His Grace Lohitaksa dasa prabhu, the temple president of Puerto Rico 
Mandira when I was a resident, I have included a short video of the prabhu stylishly 
dancing for the Deities in Brooklyn. 
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The Vaisnavas are aware of the austere conditions currently facing the residents of Puerto 


Rico dhama. If I learned anything from associating with Srila Prabhupada’s disciples it is 
this: 


“«... Whenever a devotee is in distress or has fallen into difficulty, he thinks that it is the 
Lord’s mercy upon him. He thinks: “Thanks to my past misdeeds I should suffer far, far 
greater than I am suffering now. So it is by the mercy of the Supreme Lord that I am not 
getting all the punishment I am due. I am just getting a little, by the mercy of the 
Superme Personality of Godhead.” (Bhagavad-gita As It Is, Chapter 12, Text 13-14, 
purport excerpt) 
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Personal journal entry: 
PAMHO AGTSP 
June 16, 2003 2206 
Dear Gurudeva — 


Yesterday was the Maha kirtan at RGM in the evening. The chanting went on for 3 full 
hours. After kirtan was another drama — play. Before kirtan there was a Prabhupada 
remembrance for 2 ¥2 hours. A 12 course feast was served after all the different festivities 
of the night. I left the temple at 11:30 PM and outside there were so many devotees 
associating. There were book tables and videos etc. 


Before the kirtana I was given the opportunity to hear from Urjasvat prabhu. He has been 
very merciful to me over the years by preaching to me and always encouraging me. I told 
him how Krsna took everything away from me and he congratulated me for finally being 
recognized by Krsna. "Welcome to the club!" he said. 


During the feast I sat with him and he gave me insight concerning the proper attitude for 
leading kirtana or any other service, for that matter. YS Jagannatha dasa 


Urjasvat dasa and Visnu Gada dasa and godbrothers 1982 
NYC Ratha Yatra Washington Square Park 


tulayama lavenapi 

na svargam napunar-bhavam 
bhagavat-sangi-sangasya 
martyanam kim utasisah 


Translation: 

The value of a moment’s association with the devotee of the Lord cannot even be 
compared to the attainment of heavenly planets or liberation from matter, and what to 
speak of worldly benedictions in the form of material prosperity, which are for those who 
are meant for death. (Srimad-Bhagavatam Canto 1, Chapter 18, Text 13) 


All audio clips can be found here: 


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChs_L27Rt-hxfHelIErcmhPQ 


